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The State of Israel

Palestine

Date of establishment

May 14, 1948 Baiaz:

22,072 sq. km

Area’

gl

Population?

6220 sqg. km

7,683,900

i

3.94 million

Population density

348.1 per sq. km }lilliuilli\{

GDP!

632.7 per sq. km

$195.4 billion

=

$6.6 billion

Per-

capita GDP '

$28,600 [ Rce

$2,900

Population below the poverty line

23.6%

— Establishment of diplomatic
:::H: relations with Russia (USSR)
19483
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The West Bank: 46%
The Gaza Strip: 70%

Establishment of diplomatic
relations with Russia (USSR)
19744

L According to CIA and The World Factbook data. Total areas under the 1949 demarcation line
("green line') agreements. Israel has occupied territories, including East Jerusalem and

the Golan Heights

2 Source: Israel Central Bureau of Statistics (November 2010 data) and the Palestine National Authority

(2009 data, minus refugees)

3 Soviet-Israeli diplomatic relations were broken off in 1967 and reinstated in 1991

# Establishment of official relations with the Palestine Liberation Organization
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One also must note that progress on the Israe-
li-Syrian track is impossible without a resolu-
tion on the Palestinian-Israeli track, inasmuch
as Damascus is unwilling to abandon the Pal-
estinians to a one-on-one conflict with the
Israelis.

Iran, which has been more actively attempting to
influence the Middle East peace process, orga-
nizes large deliveries of weapons — in particular,
missiles — to Israel’s Arab opponents. While
Syria depends on Iran’s assistance, it could eas-

ily discard that dependence if the United States
showed a more benevolent attitude toward its
inclusion in the process.

The failed attempt to blame the assassination
of Rafic Hariri, the prime minister of Lebanon
from 1992 to 1998, on Syrian officials convinced
Damascus that similar provocations would be
staged against it in the future. Only an improve-
ment in U.S.-Syrian relations could create the
conditions necessary for negotiations, and
although both sides have exchanged diplomatic

There are 1.5 billion Muslims

in the world

% of Muslim population

@ >90% @ 70-90%

50-70%

Muslims in the world
Percentage of the total population
Asia

Africa

Other countries

Countries with the largest numbers of Muslims
in thousands of people
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Indonesia
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Chronology of direct
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations

October 30 - November 1, 1991 | September 9, 1993 January-August, 1993 | September 28, 1995

The Madrid Peace Conference
on the Middle East involving the
Arab states and Israel. Palestin-
ian participants attend as part of
the Jordanian-Palestinian
delegation

An exchange of letters
between Yasser Arafat and
Yitzhak Rabin. The Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO)
renounces terror, Israel and
the PLO recognize each other

Secret Palestinian- The Interim Agreement
Israeli talks in Oslo on the West Bank and

Gaza Strip is concluded
in Washington

&

September 2,2010

Talks between Binyamin Netanyahu and
Mahmoud Abbas in Washington, followed by
three more top-level meetings. Negotiations
were suspended on September 26, after the
Israeli prime minister refused to extend the
10-month moratorium on settlement

construction

October 23, 1998

With U.S. input, the Wye River
Memorandum is signed,
regulating the handover of
occupied territories to
Palestinians

T September 4, 1999

Ehud Barak and Yasser Arafat
sign a memorandum in Sharm
el-Sheikh agreeing new terms
for interim measures under
previous agreements and plan
talks on the Palestinian
territories’ final status

December 2008 - January 2009

Israel’s Operation Cast Lead in
the Gaza Strip. Effectively puts
an end to the negotiating
process between Palestinians
and Israelis. This pause in
bilateral dialogue leads to the
start of U.S.-brokered indirect
contact in May 2010

November 2007 January 2001 September 13, 1999

Closed Palestinian- Official final-status talks resume

The international
conference in
Annapolis. In the
declaration on the
results of the
conference,
Mahmoud Abbas
and Ehud Olmert
reiterate their
determination to
fulfill their road
map commitments

Israeli final-status talks.

Th ti
e parties converge July 2000

over the most

sophisticated solutions A three-way summit at Camp
to the territorial issue, David hosted by U.S. President
Jerusalem'’s status and Bill Clinton and attended by

the refugee issue

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak
and Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat. Ended in failure: The
parties fail to reach a compro-
mise on the main issues
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Alignment of forces
in Israel’s parliament and government

18th Knesset

The Knesset (parliament) is Israel’s supreme legislative body. It consists of 120 members elected

for a four-year term

Likud 27 |

Yisrael Beytenu (Israel is Our Home) 15

Avoda (Israeli Labor Party) 13

i Shas 11

Yahadut Hatorah (United Torah Judaism) 5

Habayit Hayehudi (The Jewish Home) 3
— 120

Kadima S 28

HADASH 1l 4

Other Ichud Leumi (National Union) [l 4

parties Ra'amTa'al [l 4

National Democratic Assembly (Balad) [l 3

New Movement - Meretz i 3 |
The Israeli Government

Prime Minister Likud 14
Binyamin Yisrael Beytenu (Israel is Our Home) [N 5
Netanyahu Avoda (Israeli Labor Party) [l 5
(Likud) Shas 1l 4
The cabinet of ministers Habayit Hayehudi (The Jewish Home) [I 1
was formed by the ruling Non-party members [ 1
coalition on March 31, 2009 — Total 30

visits over the course of the Obama presidency,
the Untied States still refuses to send an official
ambassador to Syria.

By inducting its own pro-Arab policy, Turkey has
lost its status as an honest broker, according to

the regional strategy pursued by Prime Minis-
ter Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party
to strengthen Turkey’s position in the Muslim
world and win the support of Turkey’s increas-
ingly adherent Muslim population.

Western and Israeli lead-
ers. Turkey’s relations with
Israel have gradually dete-
riorated over the last few
years, with tensions culmi-
nating as Israeli marines

raided a Gaza-bound aid with the lsraelis

Progress on the Israeli-Syrian track is
impossible without a resolution on the
Palestinian-Israeli track, inasmuch as
Damascus is unwilling to abandon the
Palestinians to a one-on-one conflict

Turkey rescinded its
mediation of indirect talks
between Syria and Israel,
which lasted from May to
January 2009, when Israel
attacked Gaza in December
2008 destroying industrial

flotilla in May 2010. Israel

has apologized and offered financial compensa-
tion for its indiscretions, but Israeli-Turkish
relations continue to be increasingly alienated.
However, the true impasse has not been caused
by individual failures on either side but by
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areas that had been devel-
oped with Turkey’s assistance. As a result, it is
unlikely to remain neutral. To a degree, this will
influence the future of Israeli-Syrian talks and
create additional obstacles for any future Syrian-
Israeli peace process.
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3. Conclusions and
recommendations

Despite a pessimistic assessment of the situation,
there are some measures that could be taken to
lead both sides out of deadlock, provided that
they are taken without delay.

The concern of the EU and Russia over a lack of
progress in the Middle East is growing. Twenty-
six former European politi-
cians have called upon the
EU to propose a clear and
comprehensive plan for
resolving the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, including a
timeframe and coordinated
conditions for its imple-
mentation.

The political failures of the U.S. in the Middle
East do not mean that the United States should
withdraw from the process. On the contrary,
the international Quartet should act together to
revitalize and expand their role. Meanwhile, the
conditions are ripe for such joint actions, and
Russia should make use of its position to become

The political failures of the U.S. in the
Middle East do not mean that the United
States should withdraw from the proc-
ess. On the contrary, the international
Quartet should act together to revitalize
and expand their role

a more active player in the process. One of the
advantages Russia maintains is good relations
with both Arab countries and Israel. Russian-Is-
raeli relations reached a new level when the two
nations cancelled mutual entry visas and signed
their first agreement on military-technical coop-
eration. However, one must keep in mind that
Russia’s capabilities in the
process remain limited.

There are no grounds for
developing fundamentally
new solutions. Over the
years, as active and not
entirely fruitless efforts
have been made to resolve
the Middle Eastern conflict, new plans and politi-
cal mechanisms have come and gone. The cur-
rent goal should be to put these plans into action
with due account of the new realities at hand.

The mandate of the Quartet must necessarily be
expanded, and perhaps China and India, as well
as relevant regional players should be engaged
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in the process on a non- ‘ for example, on the Clin-
official basis. The Quartet |t would be desirable to replace the ton Plan, divide the right
must take advantage of current representative of the Quartet to repatriation from prac-
the positive effects it has With an influential and experienced Rus-  tjcal actions, (Palestinian
had since its establishment ~sian politician who holds the trust and  refugees will return to the
and draft a peace plan that espect of all entities who are party t0  pew Ppalestinian state),

could be offered to both the conflict while stipulating measures

sides on behalf of a broader to ensure the two states’

international community: it security. Meanwhile, future

does not need a roadmap but rather a clear and | possibilities should include the creation of a con-

detailed plan based on mutual compromises. federation of the independent Palestinian state
and Jordan.

Such a plan could include an exchange of small
areas of land and a division of Jerusalem, based,

League of Arab Nations

Arab League member-states

Lebanon
stinian Authority 7" . IErgzpt
ir Kuwait famission Jordan
/ Bahrain Lebanon
o Qat Saudi Arabia
Syria
Yemen

1956 Sudan
Libya
Djiboui 1958 Morocco
Tunisia
m Kuwait
1962 Algeria
1971 Bahrain
Comoros Qatar
Islands Oman
United Arab Emirates
1973 Mauritania
1974 Somalia
1976 Palestinian Authorit
League of Arab Nations - fnian Ruthortty
International organization L Djibouti
established in 1945
1993 Comoros Islands
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Until then, diplomats are forced to consider ways
in which to balance the Quartet and grant it more
powers, and in this regard, it would be desirable
to replace the current representative of the Quar-
tet with an influential and experienced Russian
politician who holds the trust and respect of all
entities who are party to the conflict.

Moreover, the engagement of global players
should not be limited to the Quartet. Despite
internal problems and difficulties in relations
with Israel, Barack Obama does not intend to
retreat and so it would be advisable to better
coordinate Russian-U.S. actions.

It is absolutely necessary to involve in the talks
the players that are currently not involved —
namely, Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas — regardless
of the severity of their positions. This should be
done in a way that would be acceptable to all
sides. At least part of the way should be covered
jointly with them. The principle that “nothing
can be done until everyone is agreed” has made
no progress. The idea that one must consent
to that which one can accept is more credible.
Thus, if progress has been made in the security
and establishment of institutions of Palestinian
statehood in comparison with the past, further
improvement remains obstructed by the territo-
rial division of the West Bank.

Some progress could be made if Israel turns
over a considerable part of the West Bank to the
Palestinians in accordance with the borders and
zones delineated by the Oslo Agreement. Stabili-
ty on the border with Lebanon must be preserved
and further strengthened.

Inasmuch as bilateral talks have reached a stale-
mate, multilateral talks may be resumed, which
were not unsuccessful at the Madrid Conference.
These addressed issues of security, water sup-
ply, and economic cooperation. It is extremely
important to create and develop mechanisms of
regional security in a region where none existed
before. In the past, the United States focused
on ensuring Israel’s security, while disregarding
other countries’ concerns. Now it is time to create
a common security system for the Middle East.

Turkey and Iran could also be constructively
involved in the peace process, and in order to
facilitate regional dialogue, it could be worth-

Israeli
settlements

Israel

Jenine

West Bank of
) the Jordan River

Qalqilya é.
‘ o
(N,

Jordan

Territories under Palestinian
autonomy (54.5%)

Territories controlled by
Israeli settlers (45.5%)

- Borders of 1967 (acknowledged by
the Palestinian Authority and most
world countries)

. Israeli settlements

«= Wall (sites constructed and
@ under construction)

«=  Wall construction plan adopted by
the Israeli government in 2006
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Key players in the Middle East

peace process

The Middle East Quartet

—p—

Russia United Palestine
States

European United

Union Nations

while to hold an international conference on
multilateral issues in Moscow.

Multilateral peace talks could be held concur-
rently with the talks between Israelis and Pal-
estinians if U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East
Peace George Mitchell makes way as intermedi-
ary. The resumption of a multilateral track could
also attract attention to peaceful Arab initiatives,
which is vital for key Arab players.

But above all, it is necessary to encourage
humanitarian relations in the Middle East peace
process, so that it not only involves politicians

ISRAEL

Arab countries

. Japan

and diplomats but also the people. There are
extensive opportunities and initiatives for such
rapprochement advanced “from below,” as well
as proposals for financing the process by interna-
tional institutions and non-governmental organi-
zations. All party nations must develop coopera-
tion at the level of civil society and cause a shift
in standard attitudes in order to move beyond
stereotypes. Any peace process should include
an educational element to promote a culture of
peace. Before politicians sit down at the negoti-
ating table — or along with them — we should lay
the political groundwork for respect between the
Arab world and Israel.





